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Writing Art History Activity

Different disciplines utilize various “styles” for citing sources and formatting publications. 
In Art History, most scholarly journals and books use The Chicago Manual of Style 
“Notes and Bibliography” style, which was developed in the late 1800s by the University 
of Chicago Press to establish a set of rules for laying out the text, images and data 
when readying a manuscript for publication.  The style continues to evolve to 1

incorporate new types of publications (e.g., online journals and podcasts available on 
streaming services) and to meet new information demands. Now on its 17th edition, the 
CMS can be accessed here (though, not in its entirety). Journal and book publishers 
use CMS as a guide to standardize submissions and resolve matters of preference. Art 
History faculty use CMS to ensure that student’s record and communicate important 
information systematically. Therefore, as a student, an important element to learning the 
discipline of art history involves becoming comfortable with the use of CMS for your 
assignment submissions. 

One of the advantages of CMS is that writers are given some flexibility in how they 
document bibliographic information on the sources of information they cite - called a 

“citation.” In book length publications, footnotes will typically appear in a special 
section at the end of the book. Occasionally, this section will be placed at the 

end of a chapter. For this reason, it’s often useful to have two 
bookmarks when reading an art history book - one to mark where 
you stopped reading, and a second to mark where the footnotes 

are. In shorter essay length publications (e.g., Research Papers and 
assignments), authors should provide citations in footnotes that appear at 

the bottom of the page in which the information is cited. Such notes made in 
the “footer” (the bottom of the page) make finding bibliographic information 
used by an author easy to find for the reader.

 The Chicago Manual of Style Online, “About,” Accessed August 11, 2021. https://1

www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/help-tools/about.html.

Please download this document and respond to questions marked by an arrow. To 
distinguish your answers from the assignment text, use a legible font color other than 

black. When complete, save your document and submit via Canvas’s assignment 
submission window.

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-1.html


Writing thorough citations starts at the beginning of your research with careful, and 
complete note taking. Any use of unique ideas, quoted language, or novel analysis 
should be cited. However, do not cite common knowledge or facts that a general art 
history reader would know (i.e., that Picasso and Braque invented Cubism, or that Yoko 
Ono was a successful artist before marrying that musician guy). Use class texts as a 
gauge – there is no need to cite knowledge that you’ve read about repeatedly. 
Nonetheless, when in doubt, cite your source!

Footnotes give your reader all of the information they need to know to find the source of 
your information. A complete footnote gives the source’s author, title, publication facts, 
and the page the information you cited was found on – in that order. Footnote elements 
are separated by commas, and publication facts are enclosed in parentheses. 

Please note that titles of lengthy works (e.g., books and journals) are capitalized and 
italicized, while the titles of shorter works (e.g., articles and chapters) are enclosed in 
quotation marks. Page numbers are listed simply by number – please do not include 
“page,” or “pg.” before the number. Notes are listed in numerical order as they appear in 
your essay and do not repeat. Notes are placed immediately after the cited information 
with a superscript number

➡ Use the following bibliographic information to write a CMS footnote:
• Author: Aliza Edelman
• Editor: Joan Marter
• Title: Women of Abstract Expressionism
• Book Chapter: Selected Bibliographies
• Place of Publication: Denver, Colorado
• Publisher: Denver Art Museum and Yale University
• Date of Publication: 2016

Answer: 

2

To eliminate the pain of footnote citations, memorize this formula:

Author’s Last Name, First Name, Title (Place of publication: 
Publisher, date), page number.

Here’s an example of a citation for a book written by a single author:

Mitchell, W. J. T., What Do Pictures Want? The Lives and Loves of 
Images (University of Chicago Press, 2006), 53.



Here’s where things can get a little confusing: CMS footnotes include different 
information, depending on the type of source you are using (e.g., book with an editor 
and author, an essay found in an online journal, an interview heard on a radio program). 
Use your instructor’s Writing Art History handout to find formatting guides to the most 
common types of sources.

➡ The following footnotes for different types of sources are mixed up and incorrectly 
punctuated. Copy the scrambled footnotes, paste the copy immediately below, 
reorder the elements to the correct placement, and correct the punctuation.

• Book by a single author:
Vintage Books; The Devil Finds Work, New York: (James Baldwin). 1976

Answer:

• Article in a journal found in an online database like JStor:
Art History 4: December 1981 Anne M. Wagner, 410-431, https://

onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-8365.1981.tb00734.x “Courbet’s 
Landscapes and Their Market,” (no. 4).

Answer:

• Page on a Website
August 11, 2021. ““Harlem on Whose Mind?”: The Met and Civil Rights,” The 

Metropolitan Museum, https://www.metmuseum.org/blogs/now-at-the-met/
2021/harlem-on-my-mind,

Answer:

• Lecture or public speech
Chapman University: Orange, CA “Writing Art History” August 11, 2021, 

(Denise M. Johnson).

Answer:
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http://theslideprojector.com/pdffiles/writingarthistory.pdf


➡ Use your word processing program’s footnote feature, the bibliographic information, 
and text below to insert two footnotes into this document next to the quoted text. 
(Footnotes inserted manually will NOT receive credit.)

The first quote in the text excerpt below appears on page 4, 
and the second quote on page 5 of the Introduction to the 
following book:
• Editor: Maurice O. Wallace and Shawn Michelle Smith
• Title: Pictures and Progress: Early Photography and the 

Making of African American Identity
• Place of Publication: Durham, North Carolina
• Publisher: Duke University Press
• Date of Publication: 2012

Answer:
Pictures and Progress argues that African Americans were actively 
engaged with photography understanding that the technology had 
incredible persuasive potential. As the editors contend, while many art 
historical texts focus on the “imagery of racism, [but] few have considered 
what African-American men and women did when they took photography 
into their own hands.” Pictures and Progress utilizes analysis from literary 
studies and visual culture to argue that “photography served not only as a 
means of self-representation but also as a political tool with which to claim 
a place in public and private spheres circumscribed by race and racialized 
sight lines.”
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How to Insert a Footnote Like a Pro

• If using Word, take the following steps: 1) Place your cursor 
next to the quote, last word of a citation, or sentence ending 
punctuation and click; 2) Click on the “References” tab; 3) 
Click on “Insert Footnote”; 3) Enter complete bibliographic 
information in the page footer.

• If using Google Docs, take the following steps: 1) Place 
your cursor next to the quote, last word of a citation, or 
sentence ending punctuation and click; 2) Click on the 
“Insert” tab; 3) Click on “Footnote”; 3) Enter complete 
bibliographic information in the page footer.

• If using Pages, take the following steps: 1) Place your 
cursor next to the quote, last word of a citation, or sentence 
ending punctuation and click; 2) Click on the “Insert” tab; 3) 
Click on “Footnote”; 3) Enter complete bibliographic 
information in the page footer.



One style element that is particular to art historical 
writing involves identifying works of art. When first 
introducing a work to your reader, be sure to include the 
artist’s name, the formal title of the work, and the date it 
was made. Thereafter, it is fine to just refer to the title or 
the artist. The title of a work of art (or a book) should 
always be italicized to distinguish it from the rest of your 
text. As well, please note that it is considered informal/
casual to refer to an artist by their first name. Unless you 
know the artist personally, it’s best to refer to them by 
their last name and without a gendered title.

➡ Now let’s practice referencing a work of art in a text. 
Start by writing a brief formal description of the Alma 
Thomas painting pictured to the right. Formally 
introduce the work and write two or three sentences 
describing what you see. Be sure to provide the 
artist’s full name, the title of the work, and the date 
the work was made.

Answer:
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Alma Thomas 

Summer at its Best, 1968

Acrylic and graphite on 
canvas

49 × 28 in

Museum of Modern Art



