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Research Paper Plan

What distinguishes Art History papers from the 
papers you might be asked to write in other courses? 
Perhaps the biggest difference creates the biggest 
challenge: in Art History papers, you must be able to 
create an argument about what you see. In short, you 
have to translate the visual into the verbal. To do this 
you must be familiar with visual language and various 
art historical methodologies.

Second - and perhaps most important - you need to 
not only describe what you see, but to craft your 

description so that it delivers some argument or point of view. A good art history paper will not 
simply offer a haphazard description of the elements of a painting, sculpture, or building. You 
must consider what it is you want to say about a work of art and use your description to make that 
point. As well, you must be able to utilize the art historical methodologies to support your ideas 
and give credibility to your arguments. In short, you must master the art of simultaneously 
analyzing and describing the work of art you have chosen to discuss. 
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You are required to discuss at least three artworks relevant to your approved topic in your 
Research Paper. Identify the three works of art you plan to discuss here:

Gerhard Richter, Deck Chair II, 1965.
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Date



Your paper must cite a minimum of five credible sources of information originating on paper. 
Following CMS standards, list the sources that you plan to use below. 

Source #1

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Source #2

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Source #3

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Source #4

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Source #5

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Footnote citations for books should be formatted in this manner, and include: 

1 Firstname Lastname, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of publication), 
page number. 

1 Jonathan Fineberg, Art Since 1940: Strategies of Being, Second edition (Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000) 58-72. 

Citations for journal articles should be formatted in this manner and include: 

2 Carter Ratcliff, “Painting’s Constitution,” Art in America, May 1990, 209. 

Citations for articles that were accessed on an online database should be formatted in this 
manner and include the following information: 

3 Hal Foster, “Obscene, Abject, Traumatic,” October, Autumn 1996: 106–124, accessed 
July 5, 2008, http://jstor.org/ 

Citations for web sources 

4 Firstname Lastname, “Title of Web Page,” Publishing Organization or Name of Web 
Site, publication date, date of access, URL. 



Standard art history research papers begin with an introduction that provides a main point 

(thesis). The thesis is supported by a series of body paragraphs with sub-points, and the 

essay ends with a conclusion. Below is a visual representation of this structure, adapted from 

the Seattle University Writing Center. Use the diagram to brainstorm and list ideas for the path 

your paper will take. If you prefer to convey your paper outline in a different fashion, or using a 

separate sheet of paper, please feel free to do so, and attach. 

Research Paper Diagram 

Thesis: _______________________________________________________________ 

Introduction 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sub-points supporting the thesis: 

 Details: 

Discussion of three works of art using the Art Historical Methodologies - identify the two methods you 
plan to use to connect your subtopics and your discussion of works. 

Conclusion 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________




