
Art 367      Due: Wednesday, November 9
History of Photography       25 points

Field Journal Essay 7
Revision

Take your lowest scoring essay, or the essay that you feel has the most room for improvement, and revise. 
Correct spelling, grammatical, and citation errors. Remember that each essay requires a minimum of two 
Chicago Manual of Style footnote citations from two credible sources of information originating on paper. 
Most importantly, develop your thesis/argument. The following rubric will be used to grade your essay.

Deficient - 0 points Minimal/Basic - 1 to 2 points Proficient - 3 to 4 points Advanced - 5 points

Content and 
Development

Art not identified and/or 
unacceptable choice of 
artwork. Student did not 
follow assignment 
guidelines.

Art not fully identified: Title; 
culture; date. Content is 
incomplete. Utility of analyzing 
formal characteristics for 
understanding work is unclear.

Art fully identified: Title; 
culture; date. Utility of 
analyzing formal 
characteristics for 
understanding artwork is 
expressed.

Art fully identified: Title; 
culture; date. Utility of 
analyzing formal 
characteristics for 
understanding artwork is 
clear.

Analysis Makes inaccurate 
statements. Does not 
address visual images/
objects.

Analysis tends to be simplistic, 
superficial, or implausible. 
Formal description included but 
vague. Describes visual images/
objects but without formal/
semiotic/ contextual analysis.

Analysis is plausible and 
begins to account for 
ambiguity or contradictory 
evidence. Clear formal 
description of art to support 
analysis and references 
course content. Describes 
visual images/objects and 
provides a plausible formal/
semiotic/contextual 
analysis.

Analysis is clear, nuanced, 
and sophisticated. Clear and 
well-integrated formal 
description of art connects 
to analysis and references 
course content. Formal/
semiotic / contextual 
analysis of visual images/ 
objects is integral to the 
thesis.

Organization of 
argument  

No discernible 
organization; minimal or 
faulty transitions. Student 
either did not submit the 
assignment or was unable 
to demonstrate enough 
knowledge to receive 
credit for the assignment.

Organization and structure 
detract from the message of the 
writer. Handout or other 
documentation (if required) 
incomplete. Paragraphs are 
disjointed and lack transition.

Structure is mostly clear 
and easy to follow. Handout 
or other documentation (if 
required) is completed. 
Paragraph transitions 
present.

Structure of the paper is 
clear and easy to follow. 
Handout or other 
documentation (if required) 
is thoughtfully completed. 
Paragraph transitions are 
logical.

Vocabulary Vocabulary is not 
appropriate to the subject.

Vocabulary choices are clear but 
remain prosaic and banal. 
Vocabulary is appropriate to the 
subject, but lacks precision.

Vocabulary choices 
enhance presentation’s 
effectiveness. Uses art 
historical terms effectively 
and treats visual complexity 
appropriately. 

Vocabulary is sophisticated 
and appropriate to the 
subject.

Grammar, 
punctuation, 
and spelling

Paper contains numerous 
grammatical, punctuation, 
and spelling errors. 
Language uses jargon or 
conversational tone.

Paper contains grammatical, 
punctuation and spelling errors. 
Language lacks clarity or 
includes the use of some jargon 
or conversational tone.

Rules of grammar, usage, 
and punctuation are 
followed; spelling is correct. 
Language is clear; 
sentences display varied 
structure.

Rules of grammar, usage, 
and punctuation are 
followed; spelling is correct. 
Language is clear and 
precise; sentences display 
consistently strong, varied 
structure.


