
Art 367   Due: Wednesday, September 21
History of Photography       25 points

Field Journal Essay 2
Analyzing Photographs

This semester you will build a writing practice that makes mindful use of the art 
historical methodologies, and develops your critical thinking and research skills. Each 
Field Journal Essay forward will require a minimum of two footnote citations in Chicago 
Manual of Style (no bibliography) from two different, credible sources originating on paper.

While there is no page or word requirement, please refer to the the rubrics in your 
syllabus and on Blackboard for detailed descriptions of the grading metrics that will be 
used to evaluate your work. In addition, consider the following criteria: 

• An average essay should be comprised of no less than four paragraphs 
considering the questions posed; 

• An above average essay will build upon the questions posed with additional 
insights and information that are developed through the intentional use of art 
historical methodologies. A clear position will be apparent, and sources will seek 
to provide evidence that supports your claims.

• An exceptional essay will achieve the above while applying the art historical 
methods with skill. 

Read the Getty Museum’s instructional on analyzing photographs at www.getty.edu/
education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/exploring_photographs/
background1.html, and:

• Browse through your textbook and choose one photograph from any period that 
peaks your interest. Read the section in your book that directly offers information 
about this photograph. 

• Browse the “Primary Sources” page for Art 367 on The Slide Projector. Find 
additional information on the photograph, while carefully noting each source you 
consult in CMS. List your sources in the chronological order in which you read them.

• Go to the “Resources” page on The Slide Projector and find Berkeley’s online tool to 
assist you in the evaluation of your sources. Use the criteria listed on these pages to 
rate the credibility of your sources. Make note on your list of sources on the 
relevancy of the source to your examination; who the source’s intended audience 
may be; and whether the source is a primary, secondary or tertiary source; and 
whether the source is scholarly or popular? Based on these criteria, circle the source 
that you find to be the most suitable and credible.

CMS format for identifying works of art: 

Artist, Title, date, mediums, dimensions. 

* Remember to always distinguish the title of a work in your 
text by bolding or italicizing the title.



Next,

Browse through your textbook and choose a photograph from any period that piques 
your interest. Using the Getty’s strategy - description, reflection, and formal analysis - 
analyze your chosen photograph. 

Description - Begin by describing what you see, drawing the viewer’s attention to 
key elements (objects, subjects, symbols) in the composition. Identify three to five 
visual elements (subjects, objects, textures, lines, differing contrast, etc.) in the photo.

Reflection - Read what your textbook has to say about the photograph and its 
historical context. What symbolic meaning do the carry? Identify the style and time 
period in which the photo was made. What does the historical context in which the 
image was made tell you about the photograph’s meaning?

Formal Analysis - How do the visual elements of the photo work to build meaning? 
What connections to historical context, issues of the current period, or concerns of 
previous eras are connected to what you see?

Finally,

Use at least two sources discovered in your search to add either alternative perspective 
to your analysis, or to further develop a point that you are making. Cite your sources 
using Chicago Manual of Style footnotes (no bibliography).

CMS footnote formatting for common sources:

1. Author’s name, Title (Place of publication: Publisher, date), page #.

Single Author Book
2. Steven T. Brown, Tokyo Cyberpunk: Posthumanism in Japanese Visual 

Culture (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), 124.

Magazine Article
3. Bill Wasik, “#Riot: How Social Media Fuels Social Unrest.” Wired, January 

2012, 76-83.

Journal Article Accessed through Online Database or Website
4. Erwin Panofsky, “Jan Van Eyck’s Arnolfini Portrait.” The Burlington 

Magazine for Connoisseurs 64, no. 372 (1934): 117-119, & 122-127, accessed 
June 2016, http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0951-0788%28193403%2964%3A372%3C117%3AJVEAP
%3E2.o.CO%3B2-9


