
Art 260
Ancient to Medieval Art

Due Monday, September 21
30 points

Assignment #2

In order to submit this assignment, you must have participated in the associated in-class activity. All 
members of the Learning Community are expected to contribute to this collaborative writing 
assignment. Please remember to include the names of each contributor on the submitted essay, and 
be sure that each member receives a copy to include in their own Compendium of Knowledge.

Formally record the verbal description offered by the “analyzers” in your Learning Community. 
Marjorie Munsterberg explains fundamental principles to using a formalist approach, “Formal analysis 
is a specific type of visual description. Unlike ekphrasis, it is not meant to evoke the work in the 
reader’s mind. Instead it is an explanation of visual structure, of the ways in which certain visual 
elements have been arranged and function within a composition. Strictly speaking, subject is not 
considered and neither is historical or cultural context. The purest formal analysis is limited to what the 
viewer sees. Because it explains how the eye is led through a work, this kind of description provides a 
solid foundation for other types of analysis.”

Numerous figures of this type have been found throughout the western world. What features do these 
objects generally share? Statuettes of this type are very generalized and do not seem to portray 
specific individuals. Given their historical context, how can we explain  the generality found in these 
objects? Using your formal descr ipt ion as your base,  consider  what purposes 
and meanings paleolithic people might have had for these objects?  In other words, what does your 
formal description help you to understand about the work? What did you notice as you were 
describing the object slowly and methodically? What connections did the community illustrator make 
while drawing? What connections did the community sculptor make while building form? Give an 
example of something that the community learned as a result of analyzing the object using this 
method?

Woman of Willendorf, Austria, ca. 28,000 - 25,000 
BCE. Limestone, 4 3/8"high.
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