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Annotated Bibliography

Browse through your textbook, the class readings, and online searches to brainstorm potential 
topics to research. Consult the instructor’s suggested topics list. Once you have identified a 
topic of interest, search for artists and works of art relevant to the topic. You will need to focus 
your examination on at least three relevant works of art. Please be advised that it is not 
recommended, due to time and the amount of writing it will require, that you consider more than 
five separate works of art in the Research Paper.

Your discussion of these works should be anchored by a strong position or question–your 
thesis–and include both visual description and analysis that skillfully utilizes multiple art 
historical methodologies. You will want your thesis to be more than a statement of the obvious 
(i.e. this artist makes work with feminist themes, or this art movement was inspired by an 
economic boom). The thing is, theses tend to develop as we, and once we come into contact 
with various works and expert ideas in response to those works. In other words, to start building 
a thesis, we have to have at least a general understanding of what experts in the field 
understand about our topic. This general understanding is typically developed through a 
“literature review” by browsing through numerous sources, focusing on introductory chapters or 
paragraphs, and locating similarities. What kinds of statements are most of your sources saying 
about your topic (i.e. this artist survived adversity, or this art movement emerged in response to 
American consumerism after WWII)? Are there questions or points that you suspect have been 
left unaddressed? (i.e. was this artist exhibited widely? or is there a connection between two 
artists that are making similar works?) If so, this is often an excellent place to start your thesis!

Remember, you are required to support your position using at least five different credible 
scholarly sources of information relative to your topic. These sources must be cited in Chicago 
Manual of Style footnote citations.

To submit your Annotated Bibliography, respond to the corresponding Blackboard prompt by:
1. Offering your Research Paper thesis in its current state (feedback will follow);
2. Listing the three works of art (include artist, title, date) you plan to discuss in your paper;
3. Listing complete and correctly formatted CMS bibliographic entries (remember that CMS 

bibliographic entries are formatted differently than footnote entries) for each of the five 
credible scholarly sources of information you plan to use in your paper; and finally,

4. Following each of your bibliographic entries with a summary of the topics and questions 
you expect each source to explore. How will this source assist your research? How do 
you expect the source to shape your ideas? Will the source potentially offer answers to 
questions that you set out to answer? Please also include a consideration of the 
appropriateness of each source. (i.e. If you’re using a museum’s page, explain why you 
think this is a credible source of information.) For additional considerations, please see 
various guides posted on The Slide Projector for help with evaluating resources.


