
Art History 201  Due Monday, December 2
Renaissance to Modern       75 points

Assignment 3

Please choose one of the following essay prompts.

Jacques-Louis David and Francisco Goya present two very different images of warfare in Oath 
of the Horatii (1786) and Third of May 1808 (1814). Compare and contrast each of these 
important works through the historical context in which each work was created. How do the 
works differ in approach, intention and style? How are they similar? How do the works relate to 
Neoclassic and Romanticist debates. Why are practitioners of these two styles described at 
odds with each other? How are the stylistic and personal aims of the artists evidenced in these 
works?

- or -

Why was Manet’s Luncheon on the Grass (1863) considered so shocking to the French 
Academy? Use extensive visual analysis to discuss the ways in which Manet broke with 
convention in the work. How does the work relate to masterpieces of the past? Identify these 
predecessors and consider why Manet references these particular works. How does Luncheon 
on the Grass answer Baudelaire’s call for new subjects? How is the work relative to the 
invention of photography and a newly emerging concept of the avant-garde? Alternately, you 
may ask the same questions of Manet’s Olympia, 1863.

- or -

Find and photograph a building in your immediate environment (on campus, surrounding cities, 
or your home town). The building may be civic or domestic, famous or unknown, recently 
constructed or historic. Find images in your textbook or online of buildings constructed from the 
Renaissance to Modern periods that incorporate similar details, decorative programs, floor 
plans, construction methods, and/or architectural styles. Using your photo as the base, create a 
diagram that outlines the building’s architectural elements and stylistic references. Include 
descriptive text that identifies each element, explains its context, and considers its function. Be 
creative! A diagram doesn’t have to be two-dimensional - it can be a three-dimensional model, a 
Powerpoint presentation or a computer animation.


