
Art 200 

Studies in Art 

 

Exhibition Review 
 

Students are required to visit a museum or gallery of their choice, and to write a 4 page 

review of one (two works if they are related) they saw on exhibit.  It is absolutely 

necessary that you have seen the artwork that you choose to write about in person.  

Seeing an artwork online does not count!!!  During 

your museum visit, find a work of art that particularly 

attracts your attention.  It can be a work that you 

enjoy very much, or one that you truly dislike.  The 

Exhibition Review will be worth a maximum of 100 

points.   
 

Things to consider 
In your paper, describe the work in detail and 

discuss your own personal reactions to it.  Discuss 

the form, style and aesthetic concerns of the piece 

as well as the cultural political and personal context 

that the work was made under.  Discuss any ideas 

or messages that are conveyed to you as you look 

at the work and write about whether you agree or 

disagree with these ideas.  Discuss the media (paint, 

sculpture, photography, installation) that the artist 

uses.  Write about the artist’s handling of line and 

color as well as their compositional approaches. 

Identify what symbols or iconography the artist utilizes.  Discuss what meanings these 

symbols may carry and how the artist handles these meanings.  Finally, discuss whether 

you consider the object you have seen to be a work of “art” and explain your position. 
 

Supporting your interpretations 
Research should be done to extend your initial responses and to support your personal 

interpretations.  Following MLA guidelines cite at least two credible sources of information 

within the body of the paper and provide a “Works Cited” list.  At least one of your 

sources must have originated on paper rather than the internet. 
 

Giving credit where credit is due 
It is very important that you give credit to any source of facts, information or ideas that 

you did not completely create on your own.  Please consult your instructor’s Formatting a 
Research Paper pamphlet or the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers for further 

information on documenting your sources.  
 

Proof 
Some sort of proof of your visit should accompany the paper (i.e. ticket stub, museum 

pamphlet, “visitor” sticker, etc.). 
 

Where to go? 
Recommended museums and exhibitions are listed on the last page of your syllabus.  

Please be sure to consult a venues website before planning your visit to determine what 

kind of works will be on view, whether the venue will be open when you plan to visit and 

where it is located. 
 

 

 
Duane Hanson.  Tourists.  1970. 


